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Jpon reaching her room, she seized
a bottle from a drawer in a bureau,
and then, as her face lit with a smile
at a happy thought. she secaed her-
self and wrote a few lines upon a
sheet of paper., which she placed in
the bottle above the powder it con-
tained. Recorking it, she again
rushed to her hushand and said,—

~It is time yvou paid attention to
that cold of yours. It is becdming
chronic catarr. This may be a pa
tent medicine, but everybody recom-
mends it, and I bought it for you
yesterday. Now you will use it,
won't you? The directions are

within.’
“Certainly, love——certainly.
Thanks ! Good-by 7
Giving his wile o hurried but ar-
dent embrace, Mr. Minton put the
bottle in his overcoat pocket and
departed.

“The silly darling ™ he smilingly
murmured, as he turned the corner
of the street., “If I should cut my-
self shaving, she’d wish to send for
a surgeon ; and now 'm loaded with
a bottle because I sneezed at break-
fast. I must rid myself of the in-
cumbraiece at once.”

As he thus communed with himself,
advancing rapidly, he struack his
valise ngainst the legs of a gentleman
before him_and raising his head to
apologize, saw an aged neighbor.

“Ah, Mr. Jobson: bez pardon!
Am in a hurky to eateh the train.”

“Ugh, ugh! It's—ugh!—no con-
sequence,”

“That’s a bad cough of yours. I
think I've somethiiig that will help
you. 1ilighly recommended. Take
it.”

The cld gentleman mechanically
extended his hand, and as he received
the bottle, Mr. Minton bowed and
passed on. The gift was serutinized
with a doubtful sneer:

“Ugh! um! ha! So Minton has
gone into the quack-medicine busi-
ness, has he ? I"m too old a bird to
be caught with chafl, Ile sha'n’t
poison me with his drugs. Il stop
it right here. Stop! No—ugh! um!
ba! Il give it to my housekeeper ;
she believes in such stuff.”

Mz, Jobson pocketed the bottle,
and slowly shuffied toward his home.
His housekeeper was profuse in her
thanks as she was presented with the
“perfect cure.”

“I'm sure I'm much obleged to ye,
sor! It's the very thing for me
sister’s cough. Has it made yer own!
betther. sor 2”

“I experienceil relief from it,” said
Mr. Jobson, with a cyniecal smile, “*at |
this moment."” . [

“I'm expectin’ me sister this very
mornin’. We are botn so much

Br—Meet every second
rth sdays, at 7.00 P. M.
of Honor—Mecet every first and
Besdays, at seven P. M.
PRESS AND FREIGHT.
n Express Office—Op mn all dayH
hker, Agent.
Freight, and Ticket Agent,
lor.
for shipment received after

‘bleged to ye !"
But the housekeeper’s sister prov-|
on arrival, to have well-uizh re-
'overed from her trouble, and was
averse to trying a new remedy. Be-
ing, however, a provident person, she
accepled the gift, saying that it
would be a good thing to have in the
house. :

It was not dest¥ged to remain long
there. The hush:g@s noiice was
attracted to it as he ute his lunch,
the mantelpicce upon which 1 had
been placed being opposite his seat
at the table. _

“More purchases!” he groyled.

“What have you got- there?
What's the use of throwing money

U
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gay like that? Who's sick now?”
pu'g altogether too gjuick to

wotds. :

That good woman tholiggX
was any joke in the matter; i
joke upon her, and seizing th
cine, flung it out of the windo
an angry frowi.

The bottle fell uponr the
ground and was unhpokef ™ A
shown in the sun, it attracted
abtention of a little girl passii
down the streel, who directed h
orown sister's eyes to it, and wag
l-!ll.‘.l'("lllll"ll n‘clll{fr‘s[eli to pi(']( it up.

The young laly recogunized il as a
well advertised  coinpound, and
deemed it worthy of being deposited
in the reticule she carrvied.  As sh
laughingly exhibited the prize upo:
her return home, a favorite servant
beggaed for it. She kuew a person
who suffered greatly from the com
plaint it would cure, she said, and
the medicine was given her.

The person for whoin she intended
it was a good-looking coachman,
who paid her considerable attention.
He was, in fact, expeetdd at the gar-
den gate that very afterndoi.

He came and was given tlie hottle.

[Te received 1t with an expression of

the most grateful affection; but, al-
though aftlicted with a slight cold,
did not feel impelled to ise it In-
deed the false-hiearted man thought,
as he placed it in his breast pocket,
that it would make a fine present to
a handsome young cook of his ac-
rf;:ainLancc, whom he purposed next
to visit,

The cook was noune other than the
one employed by the lady first in.
troduced to the reader of this stary,

Upon the following morning. as
Mrs. Minton entered her kitchen,
she saw the botile upon the dresser,
and surprisedly took it up, for she
recognized a peculiarity on it,

“Ilow came this here, Snsan ?
she asked: _

“That’s ndine, niuni,”

But, as the cook spoke, her mistress
had nulled the cork from the bottle
and saw the slip of paper she had
the previous morning inserted.

“Susan, I gave this to my hus-
band. How did you come by it 2”

“It was Mr. Thompson's coach-
man left it here, mum. If it's yours;
you are welcome to it."

“It certainly is mine, Susan.
wrote this paper mysel(.”

“Mr. Minton must have dropped
it, 1 suppose, mum."

“That’s it, of course.”

But as the wife re-read the waords
she had penned and- areditated in the
privacy of her own room, she ceased
to believe her gift had merely been
lost.  How could it have been drop-
ped from the pocket in which it had
been securely packed 2 And it was
her parting gift !

She had dwelt with delizht, in her
musings, upon her huasband’s sar-
prised smile as his eye iell upon her
written directions. She dzemed her

I

[expressions of affection therein as

prettily and wittily con ceived. For
four days more she would have to
await his return.
the bottle up in a drawer with a sigh.

The anxiously-awaited knock was
at last heard, but it was accompanied
by a sound whith made the wife
think at once of her gift, and very
shortly after their mutual embrace
asked her husband ifhe had experienc-
ed no benefit from the medicine
which she had given him. At such
a moment what could the poor man
say ? '

“It’s all gore, but, as you see—"
he replied, and coughed

It was end t0 _ine."”

alaoifn
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